
 
November 2019 

 
Dear Somers Community Members, 
 
We are well underway in the 2019-20 school year with nearly 3,000 children in our schools.  
Earlier this year, at a Board of Education meeting, we reviewed the schools’ success plans that 
identify the work we’ll do this year to improve our educational practices in each of the areas of 
the district vison. The following are a couple of examples of that work. Please visit 
www.somersschools.org for the full success plan for the district and each school. 
 
21st Century Knowledge & Skills- 
The Primrose teachers last year identified the need to update classroom reading libraries and this 
year started with those resources in the classroom. These resources update the classrooms with 
resources that are reflective of the diverse world we live in, and they provide amazing photos/ 
illustrations to engage young readers. SIS is committed to the further use of the Learning.com 
technology program and has started to introduce students to the world of coding.   A major 
change at the middle school this year is the addition of World Language for all sixth-grade 
children. Students can choose between Spanish, Italian, and French. The high school added the 
next Project Lead The Way course, Principles of Biomedical Science, to our class offerings.   
  
Social, Emotional and Physical Wellness  
This year, the schools are preparing to pilot an enhancement to our Social and Emotional 
Wellness curriculum. In the spring, teachers will pilot potential programs that will provide our 
students with specific skills for the development of their self-awareness and self-management.  
Last year, the community supported the improvement of our buildings’ physical safety through 
the passing of a bond. As a result of this initiative, all school classrooms will be equipped with 
swipe card access. The district expects to submit plans for the entire security project to the New 
York State Education Department (NYSED) by the end of the calendar year. Once NYSED 
approves the plans, the district will request bids with intent to start work in late spring/early 
summer.  
  
Global Citizenship 
This year, the middle school faculty and staff continue the work to become an International 
Baccalaureate (IB) Middle Years Programme (MYP) school. The school received the first on-site 
visit from IB observers, and we received some positive feedback with recommendations for our 
next steps. The intent is to be fully accredited for the 2021/22 school year. In addition, this year 
the high school faculty is in the consideration phase to potentially bring the IB MYP to the high 

http://www.somersschools.org/


school for grades nine and ten. Please visit the middle school website, and choose the MYP link 
under the Academics tab.  
 
New Program: VIPS 
I would like to invite all community members to be part of a new program in our schools. The 
program is titled VIPS (Volunteers in Public Schools) and as the name suggests, we hope you 
will consider donating your time and wisdom to volunteering with the children in our Somers 
schools. More information on this program will be coming. Information will be shared via our 
website under the Community tab and also on the district’s Facebook page. 
 
Your continued participation in the lives of our students is critical for the success of all children. 
I appreciate the opportunity to partner with the entire community as we continue to move our 
district Forward in Excellence.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dr. Raymond H. Blanch  
Superintendent of Schools  
 

Like us on Facebook at Somers Central School District 


